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ETHERIZATION IN DELIRIUM TREMENS. 


BY JOSEPH PARRISH, M.D. 


As the anesthetic properties of chloroform and sulphuric ether, or a 
combination of the two, have been extensively tested in surgical and 
obstetrical practice, it is a matter of some interest and importance to 
know whether these articles may not be advantageously employed as 
therapeutic agents in the cure of certain diséases of the nervous system, 
which have hitherto baffled the skill of the physician, or at least have 
caused him a great amount of care and solicitude. Delirium tremens 
may be ranked among the neuroses, the symptoms of the disease indi- 
cating disturbance of the nervous system merely ; hence the trembling, 
watchfulness, terror, and general nervous excitement, which form the pe- 
culiar characteristics of the malady. ‘To relieve these symptoms by in- — 


ducing sleep, is always the first and prominent care of the physician. 


No matter what remedies may be employed, whether alcoholic stimu- 
lants, narcotics or revulsives, to induce sleep is the chief end in them all. 
And why? A depression of the nervous forces consequent upon the re- 
action following excessive stimulation, being the cause of the distressing 
symptoms, it is evident that a restoration of the suspended nervous en- 
ergy will palliate them, and cure the evil; and when sleep is induced, 
and not till then, is there a hope of recovery. si 

As it is not necessary that the sleep should be of that artificial cha- 
racter produced by opiates, the physician should be careful not to push 
the remedy so far as to induce narcotism ; for here he may have a second 
disease, from which it may be impossible for the system to re-act. 
Sleep, as nearly allied to the natural condition as possible, is the most 
desirable. 1f this may be induced by merely checking the insomnia for 
a time, by a nervous stimulant, and allowing the system to steady itself 
long enough to fall into a natural slumber, we have certainly gained a 
great point in the treatment of a troublesome disease; and we may 
on the other hand by avoiding the use of brandy, or other alcoholic 
drinks, in the treatment, avoid exciting the patient’s fondness for stimu- 
lants, and allow him to recover with a loathing of spirituous liquors, and 
with a hope of permanent restoration. Again, it is a point of some mo- 
ment to avoid any medicine, the free use of which (as opium) will be 
followed by a re-action that may require remedies for its relief. Whe- 
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ther etherization will do all for the patient that is desirable, is yet to be 
ascertained. 


A brief history of a case in which a mixture of chloroform and 


sulphuric ether was successfully employed, after the very free use of 
narcotics and stimulants, may prove interesting—J. C., aged 35, re- 
cently had an attack of delirium tremens; he is of sanguine nervous 


‘temperament, and very easily influenced by alcoholic stimulants ; he 


had abstained from their use for a year, but being absent from home, and 
meeting with an old friend, was induced to drink a glass of ale; he felt 
headache soon after, and “drank more to relieve it.” He then took 
brandy, and soon became intoxicated. He remained in this state several 
days, was brought home much disturbed in mind, and shut himself in his 
room, hoping to sleep and be better. His wife gave him freely of lau- 


- danum, but he could not rest, the wakefulness continued, and with it 


came the harassing fears and illusions, so pathognomonic of the disease. 
On the second day of the attack I was called to see him, and was in- 


formed by his wife that he was a “hard patient to manage,” that his 


former physician had often said that he found it more difficult to put him 
to sleep than any’ patient he had ever seen. Opium was the remedy 


uniformly employed, and he had been accustomed to very large quanti- 
ties. After evacuating the bowels thoroughly, 1 gave it to him freely 
in the form of laudanum, black drop, and sulphate of morphia, at different 


times, but without effect. For forty-eight hours he took largely of some 
preparation of the drug, at intervals of an hour or an .hour and a half, 
and drank freely of camphor water, and aromatic spirits of ammonia. 
He positively refused taking brandy or any of the ordinary alcoholic 
beverages, and his family strongly objected ; hence the resort to the ner- 
vous stimulants before named, as substitutes. Finding the remedies 
which were employed altogether inefficient, being afraid to urge the 
opiates any farther, and the patient and his friends being unwilling to use 
any of the alcoholic preparations, on account of the fear of reviving the 
appetite for them, I felt myself warranted in trying the effect of sul- 
phuric ether, and sought the advice of my friend, Dr. Trimble, upon the 
subject. He was unprepared to recommend its employment, having had 
no experience in its use. I, however, determined to give it a trial, and 
invited the doctor to witness its effect on the patient. We visited him 
together, and applied a sponge wet with the sulphuric ether to his nos- 
trils; at first he resisted it with some violence, saying that it was an in- 
vention to kill him ; by the exercise of perseverance and firmness, how- 
ever, he soon yielded, and became fond of it, grasping the sponge convul- 
sively, so that it required considerable effort to remove it from his hand. 
He. became somewhat calmed, but did not sleep; his eyes were kept 
open, and presented an unnatural appearance ; he would occasionally 
start upon his feet, and struggle with some imagined foe. At times he 
would cry out, and beg us not to kill him; it was this fear of being 
killed that haunted him through his sickness, so that he would rush from 
his room, and hide himself in other parts of the house, and among his 
neighbors, No restraint was imposed upon him, it being deemed sufli- 
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cient to have him constantly in the presence of an attendant, who 
arded him from harming himself or others. 

The ether did not put him to sleep, though it was continued for four 
hours at short intervals, during which time about two ounces were con- 
sumed. Failing to produce the desired effect, a glass inhaler, containing 
a sponge saturated with ether and chloroform (half an ounce of ether and 
forty drops of chloroform) in combination, was applied to the mouth, and 
in less than fifteen minutes the patient fell back upon his pillow, in a 
sound slumber, which continued without interruption for six hours, when 
he awoke and expressed himself quite well. He had not the slightest 
return of delirium afterwards, and convalesced rapidly. While under 
the ethereal influence, his pulse varied considerably ; during the first 
hour or two, while inhaling the ether, it became somewhat accelerated 
and smaller, but when brought completely under the effect of the remedy, 
it moderated, and was nearly natural as to frequency after waking, though 
quite feeble from long watchfulness and excitement. 

The writer is aware that it is unsafe to conclude, from the history 
of one case alone, that the same course of treatment may be safely 
pursued in every case of delirium tremens; but the character of the 
disease, and its obstinate persistence, in many cases, notwithstanding the 
free use of opium and stimulants, may afford good reason for adopting 
the plan ‘which proved so successful in the instance just cited.—New 
Jersey Medical Reporter. | 


SKETCHES OF MEDICAL MEN AND MATTERS AT THE SOUTH. 


{Ir always gives us pleasure to lay before the readers of the Journal, 
authentic information respecting our professional brethren, and the scien- 
tific and charitable institutions, in various portions of our country. We 
have been favored with many communications of this kind, from physi- 
cians residing in different places. Much that is interesting to others, 
in certain places, is often overlooked by a resident, but readily seen 
and reported by a transient visiter, who is also free to speak of personal 
character and reputation, As a good specimen of travelling sketches 
we therefore copy, with some omissions, from the American Journal of 
Insanity, the following letter from New Orleans—it being one of a series 
written on a tour from Utica, N. Y., to the South and West during the 
last spring.] 

After visiting nany places of interest at Washington, such as the Senate 
and House of Representatives, the Supreme Court, the Congressional Li- 
brary, Patent Office, and calling on the heads of departments, attend- 
ing a levee at the President’s, and several parties, which differed, how- 
ever, in no respect from those in large towns elsewhere, except in Wash- 
ington they are rather more crowded—we left the 3d March, passing 
through Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia and Alabama, 
and arrived at New Orleans the 16th of March. ‘There are two State 
Lunatic Asylums in Virginia, one at Williamsburg, and one at Staunton, 
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neither of which did we visit. There are none in North Carolina, but 
one at Columbia, South Carolina. There is also one at Milledgeviile, 
Georgia. 
At Augusta, Ga., we had the pleasure of meeting an esteemed ac- 
uaintance, Dr. Ford, Professor of the Practice of Medicine in the 
eorgia Medical College. He is also Mayor of the city. With him 
we visited the Medical College. This is a well-endowed institution, and 
our impressions were very favorable in regard to it as a place for medical 
instruction. We also saw Professor Paul F. Eve, and with him saw an 
interesting case of epilepsy. The patient had visited Europe and con- 
sulted Rostan, Velpeau and Leuret of Paris, and C. B. Williams of Lon- 
don. An account of the case and the prescriptions of these distin- 
guished medical men will be found in the October and November num- 
bers of the Southern Medical and Surgical Journal, of which periodical 
Dr. Eve is the editor. . 
Dr. Ford gave us much information respecting the diseases of that 
tt of the country, and his authority is very high. His articles in the 
thern Medical and Surgical Journal, on intermittent fever and the use 
of quinine, we regard as very valuable, and regret that he does not 
more frequently favor us with the results of his reflection and experience, 
He informed us that the colored population were quite subject to epi- 
lepsy, and pointed out one case in a lad 16 years old. He also said 
blacks were but little subject to insanity, and that there were no more 
idiots among them, than among the whites, according to the population. 


Mulattoes, he says, are less healthy than pure blacks. None of the 


latter died of yellow fever, that raged at Augusta with great severity in 
1839. At that time all the physicians and all the clergymen of the 
place, who had not previously had the disease, were seized with it, and 
all persons were attacked by it who came into the city even for one hour. 
The disease was clearly of local origin. It arose from one filthy point, 
and spread over the city. 

At Montgomery, a very pretty town, and the capital of the State of 
Alabama, we met with Dr. Sims, known by his contributions to the 
medical journals of the country, especially by his articles on trismus 
nascentium. He informed us that a proposition was made to the Ala- 
bama Legislature, which had just closed its session, to appropriate the 
old capitol building at ‘Tuscaloosa for a State Lunatic Asylum. 
proposition was not acceded to, as some members thought it was made 
not in good faith, but for the purpose of destroying all expectation of the 
Legislature ever again meeting at Tuscaloosa. Dr. S. thought a State 
lunatic asylum was much needed in Alabama, and was of opinion that 
one would be established within a few years. We found here, just re- 
covering from sickness, an old friend, Dr. Jarvis, of Connecticut, the 
inventor of a celebrated fracture apparatus. He had been spending 
some time at the Charity Hospital, New Orleans, among those suffering 
from ship fever. Attacked by the same disease, he hurried homeward, 
but at Montgomery became too sick to travel. He had been for several 
weeks in a dangerous condition, but was now convalescent. Dr. S. in- 
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formed us that a singular disease was then prevalent in Montgomery, and 
hitherto confined entirely to the colored population, and that all attacked 
by it had died. It seemed to us, judging from his description, to be me- 
ningitis, which is sometimes epidemic. : 

Late in the evening of the 11th, we embarked on board the steam- 
boat Daniel Platt, for Mobile, where we arrived the evening of the 13th. 
A good boat, good fare, pleasant company and interesting scenery, made 
our passage down the Alabama river the most delightful part of our 

urney. 

At Nobile we had a few minutes’ conversation with Dr. Nott, distin- 
guished by his writings on the “ Natural History of the Caucasian and 
Negro Races,” and “health and longevity of southern seaports,” &c. 
He is of opinion that the white and negro races are distinct species, and 
inclined to consider the Mulattoes as hybrids, a degenerate, unnatural off- 
spring, doomed by nature to work out its own destruction. 

We have now been at New Orleans ten days, and seen much to in- 
terest us. The Levee, filled with a vast and motley collection of hu- 
man beings and products from all parts of the world, with its long line 
of ships and steamboats, is among the greatest curiosities of this or any 
other country. 

But there is much else to attract the attention of travellers—the slave 
markets, the burial grounds, the old French market, &c., are peculiarly 
interesting, as exhibiting customs and manners new to the residents of the 
North. But here is not the place to particularize them. 

We saw but little at New Orleans relating to the insane. There is, 
at present, no State asylum for their accommodation, but one is building 
at Jackson, about one hundred and fifty miles above New Orleans. 
From all we learned respecting it, from those who have recently seen 
the building, we infer that it is built on a cheap and poor plan. A farm 
of one hundred acres is to be connected with it. 

The insane of this State are now kept in a building in the rear of 
the Charity Hospital, New Orleans. At the time of our visit there were 
about seventy insane patients, we old and demented cases, under the 
care of the House Surgeon, Dr. Wedderstrandt, who devotes himself 
with benevolent zeal to their comfort and welfare. Many of these assist 
about the Hospital, but it is a poor place for the insane. ‘They are an- 
noyed and injured by the patients in the general Hospital, and there 
are no suitable grounds for exercise. We saw one man walking in a 
small yard, with iron fetters on to prevent his running away. We no- 
ticed that many slept in dormitories with musquito nets attached to the 
bedsteads. ‘The irritation occasioned by musquitos in this region must 
be great, to those who are so deranged that they cannot make use of 
such nets. We saw here a padded room. Notwithstanding the pads 
were made of very strong cloth, they had recently been torn by a vio- 
lent patient, and the hair scattered about the room. A very large pro- 
portion of admissions into the lunatic department are cases of mania a 
potu. The total number of admissions into this department, including 
cases of mania a potu, for 1847, was 678. Discharged, 541. Deaths, 26. 
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Dr. W. told us that Indians, though drunk half the time, did not have 
mania a potu, and he thinks that the Spanish, French, and the negroes, 
when exposed to the same causes, far less liable to this disease than the 
English, Irish and Germans. 

‘The reception of patients into the general Hospital has been very great 

the past vear, viz., 11,690; of which number, 9,369 were discharged, 
2,037 died, and 828 remained January Ist, 1848. One hundred pa- 
tients were received in one day. nearly all of whom were foreigners— 
mostly Irish, suffering from ship fever. Many of the medical and other 
assistants suffered from.fever thus introduced. ‘Twenty of the Sisters of 
Charity were aifected by it, seven of whom died. Ten of the medical 
students, who acted as assistants, had the fever, and remained in the 
Hospital, but none died. 
_ Mr. Gliddon is here lecturing on Egypt. We attended one evening, 
and after the lecture asked him if he had found anything in his re- 
searches relating to insanity among the ancient Egyptians. The query 
seemed new to him, but he replied that he had not; he, however, said 
that among the one hundred heads which he had sent from Egypt to 
Dr. Morton, two were evidently the heads of idiots. This would seem 
to show that idiocy was more prevalent among them, than among modern 
nations. He also remarked that the Egyptians always figured a good 
head for priests and those in office, &c., but gave a poor idiotic head to 
those engaged in trivial or menial employments. , 

We visited the United States Barracks, now mainly a hospital for sick 
and wounded soldiers, under the care of Dr. Wood, to whom we were 
indebted for valuable information and many civilities. He is the son-in- 
law of General Taylor, and has long been connected with the army, and 
now resides with his family at the Barracks. We here saw some of the 
sad results of war. Men of robust frames broken down by long-continued 
disease, caused by irregular diet, change of habits, and exposure in a bad 
climate ; others with loss of limbs and suffering from severe wounds. 
We also saw here two deranged soldiers; one was probably insane when 
he enlisted. We understood that application had been made for their 
discharge, and that probably they would soon be removed. We have 
known four instances of insane persons enlisting. Two were soon dis- 
charged, but two others who had been patients here, and not fully re- 
stored when they left and enlisted, have served two or three years in 
the army. We have had several letters from them. One complains 
much of his hardships and wishes to be discharged; the other seems 
delighted with the opportunity afforded him of seeing new countries, and 
makes no complaint. 

New Orleans is thought not to be an unhealthy place, with the exception 
of seasons when the yellow fever prevails. ‘The total number of deaths, 
however, the past year is very great, viz., 7,499, out of a population 
of about 100,000. 2306 died of yellow fever. Many of these deaths 
occurred among those who should not be considered as belonging to the 
population of New Orleans. A large number of soldiers going to, and 
returning from, the Mexican war, and still a larger number of recent 
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~ emigrants from Europe, have contributed to swell the list of deaths far 


beyond what is usual. In 1845 the deaths were but 2,783. Children 
are said to be very healthy in New Orleans, and we.should judge so from 
their appearance in schools. : 

We are inclined to doubt the very common assertion, that white peo- 
ple cannot endure hard labor as well as the blacks at the extreme South. 
It may be so, but from all we could learn, and our inquiries were nume- 
rous, especially of white laborers, we were strengthened in the opinion 
that the Caucasian or white race of men are the most hardy of all, and 
will best endure fatigue and labor in all climates. The acclimated and 
the white natives who labor enjoy good health, and many live to an ad- 
vanced age at the South. Some kinds of labor, and certain localities, 
here, are injurious to the health, and shorten the lives of both whites and 
blacks. 


CLAIMS OF THE CLERICAL UPON THE MEDICAL PROFESSION. 


{Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical ‘Journal.} 


A RESOLUTION introduced by Dr. Platt, at a recent meeting of the Con- 
necticut Medical Society, seems to have called forth, through the me- 
dium of the Journal, some remarks respecting the propriety of exact- 
ing medical fees of clergymen; a subject which, if agitated by us, 
should be treated with that candor and sober consideration which the 
world have a right to expect of us as members of a high and honorable 
profession. 

The preamble of that resolution is expressed in rather unqualified 
terms, and contains an allegation which, if designed for the clergy as a 
body, is as unjust as it is ungenerous. I cannot, however, fully con- 
cur with Dr. Chandler, that there is anything unrighteous in the spirit | 
of the resolution itself. I can even conceive how such a resolution may 
be in accordance with medical usages in a “ highly cultivated and liberal 
section” of our country, since it appears to be founded on the principle 
of equal justice. ‘I'he lawyer will hardly be persuaded to render his 
services gratuitously. The farmer would be loth to throw open the gates 
of his benevolence, and permit even the clergy to enter and partake of 
his substance without price and without money. ‘The tradesman de- 
mands an equivalent for his merchandize, and the mechanic a remunera- 
tion for his labor. Now upon what principle of equity is founded that 
custom that would make the physician an exception to this general rule ? 
Our services are not less valuable, nor are our obligations greater than 
those of other men. Those clergymen who are in indigent circumstan- 
ces have a common claim upon our charity ; and I venture the asser- 
tion that there are few, if any, instances where that claim has not been 
practically acknowledged. But let it be remembered that the calls of 
necessity are equally imperative from the Jew and the Gentile. The 
shriek of the poor suffering slave of Mohammed, and the cry of the 
afflicted pontiff, strike with equal force upon the ear of philanthropy. 
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To the clerical profession we owe much ; and while we hail its mem. 
bers as the faithful guardians of our spiritual health, we look to them 


for a high standard of intelligence as well as integrity. We do not re- 


quire of them an intimate knowledge of our science; consequently we 
cannot expect them, in all instances, to appreciate its merits. But we 
ask of them a modest deference, a cautious discrimination between the 
true and the spurious, and a prudent co-operation in all measures calcu- 
lated to advance the interest or the welfare of humanity. In this | be- 
lieve we are not generally disappomted. I grant there are many, claim- 
ing to be “ heralds of the cross,” and bright models of purity, who ex- 
hibit a disgraceful officiousness in the affairs of our calling; ever ready, . 
with a puff, to propel the car of empiricism, or swell the brazen trumpet 
of a medical heresy. True, there is scarcely a vile nostrum afloat but 
is borne on the wings of clerical authority ; or a medical delusion but 
has the sanction of great names, and good, even “ Right Reverend 
Fathers in God.” The influence of such is not incorsiderable, and we 
too often find them stumbling-blocks in our path, baffling our most hu- 
mane undertakings. 

But these things have been too often repeated to excite our surprise 


or our indignation. We should learn to encounter them with that for- 


bearance which constitutes so essential an element in the character of 
an humble disciple of ASsculapius. We should approach such cases as 
we do those of physical disease; for if we examine them philosophi- 
cally and physician-like, we shall invariably discover symptoms denoting 
a morbid condition of the head instead of the heart. The fact that we 
have suffered aggressions does not justify us in assuming a hostile atti- 
tude ; nor do the short-comings and misdemeanors of a few individual 


clergymen modify, in the least, our duty towards that useful and highly 
tespectable class of men. 


would, therefore, suggest the adoption of a rule, that we will, at 
discretion, render our services gratuitously to all clergymen whose circum- 
stances seem to require, or whose consistent course of conduct has merited 
such favor; while those who have exerted their influence to embarrass 
and cripple our usefulness, should they be cast upon the resources of 
rational medicine, shall enjoy all the advantages of our art, and shall be 


required to render full and ample compensation for the same. There is 
nothing illiberal in the strictest justice, neither is there justice in that 


liberality that would dispense with a prodigal hand, regardless of worth 
or necessity. ‘ Honor to whom honor, and custom to whom custom is 
due,” is a maxim not incompatible with he purest principles of philan- 
thropy or religion. H. O. Jewett. 
Summer Hill, N. Y., August 12th, 1848. , 


CASES TREATED BY JARVIS’S SURGICAL ADJUSTER. 
{Communicated for the Boston Medica) and Surgical Journal.) 


Case I.—The first opportunity which | had to test the powers and pro- 
perties of Dr. Jarvis’s adjuster, was on the 18th February, 1847, in a 
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case of dislocation of the hip, the head of the femur being thrown up- 
wards and backwards on the dorsum of the ilium. The subject of the 
accident was a very stout Irishman, and about 25 years old— indeed, it 
would be difficult to find a more muscular man—and, withal, it was 
during the severe cold weather in the month of February, in which, and 
in the other cold months, dislocations, for obvious reasons, are more 
difficult to reduce than in the warmer seasons of the year. On the 
whole, I thought it as difficult and forbidding a case for reduction as any 
Iever saw. ‘The accident occurred while the man was at work ona 
railroad, by his being caught under a slide of frozen earth. 

I applied the adjuster, agreeably to instructions given in Dr. Jarvis’s 
Lectures, fourth edition, pp. 34, 35, 36; and by a long-continued and 
judicious effort, [ succeeded in thus reducing the dislocation. My patient 
recovered in the usual time. 

Case II. ‘The second case in which I used the adjuster, and which 
was on the 6th March, 1847, was one of a very grave aspect. 

‘Thomas Kerwin, a young man about 21 years of age, had had his 
thigh broken more than seven months previous to his calling on me. 
The limb, unfortunately, had been badly treated. On examination, I 
found it three inches shorter than the other, and very crooked, being bent 
outward at an angle of 25 degrees from its normal line. It had originally 
been an oblique fracture, and very near the centre of the bone. It was 
now firm, and surrounded by an ossific tumor, which, however, was 
largest on the inner convex portion of the bone. He had already con- 
sulted some of the best surgeons in this region of country, but they, 
regarding the case as one that could not be benefited, would not attempt 
any thing to improve the limb. I also advised him not to think of med- 
dling with it, giving him, as the reason, that it would be attended with 
pain and danger to himself, and would be the occasion of much trouble 
to the surgeon who should attempt to improve it. And yet he might or 
might not be successful, even without danger attending it. His reply to 
me was, that he could not think of being a cripple for life, and if I did 
not engage for him, he would go to some one who would, &c. &c. 

Finding him so determined, I at length concluded to make the best 
effort in my power to restore the limb to usefulness. Accordingly, I 
called on Dr. Crandall to assist me in the case. We visited him, by 
appointment, on the 6th March, and found him unchanged in his purpose 
of having the trial made. We therefore placed him on a bench arranged 
for the purpose, and applied the adjuster in the way and manner directed 
for dislocations of the hip, as in the first case. After putting upon the 
limb the full force of the instrument, I gave a slight blow on the most 
convex portion of the bone. It gave way in an instant, and immediately 
assumed a straight position. He fainted and fell back on the bench. 
After recovering from the shock, he was placed in bed and the limb 
dressed on the double inclined plane, in the manner directed in Jarvis’s 
Lectures, pp. 47, 48 and 49, for oblique fractures of the thigh, keeping 
Up constantly a moderate degree of extension on the limb, and increasing 
that extension daily as the patient was found able to bear it, until the 
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limb became as long as the other. He was confined only eight or ten 
weeks, when he was discharged, cured, with a limb in every respect as 
good as the other, much to the joy of his parents and friends, and untold 
benefit to himself. 

I have used Dr. Jarvis’s Adjuster in many and various cases, and from 
my experience with it, 1 believe that in the bands of those who well 
understand its application, its powers and its properties, there cannot be 
found, for reducing luxations and retaining fractures, so good an apparatus, 

Bethel, Vt., 18th July, 1848. Aurrep Paice, M.D. 


This is to certify that | assisted Dr. Paige in the above case of Thos, 
Kerwin, in breaking up and re-adjusting a very bad fracture of Mr. K.’s 
limb—that the above case is described without the least exaggeration, 
and that he also succeeded in making a perfect limb of one which was 
extremely forbidding—indeed, almost without hope of a remedy. 

Stockbridge, 18th July, 1848. Hiram Cranpatt, M.D. 


SPASMODIC CHOLERA. 


Tue following queries were issued, in a circular, by the Counsellors of 
the Mass. Medical Society, in October, 1832, and answers to them 
by one of the members of the Society are given below. The late news 
from abroad renders the subject again deserving the attention of medical 
men. 

. “ Boston, October 12, 1832. 

“ Sin,—The Counsellors of the Massachusetts Medical Society have 
adopted measures to collect information in regard to the epidemic which 
has appeared in this country, in the season past. Directed by them, the 
undersigned Committee have the honor to address to you the following 
questions 

“1. What have been the prevailing diseases in your sphere of prac- 
tice, since January Ist, 1832? 

2, Has there been an unusual tendency to cholera morbus, or to 
diarrhoea, within your knowledge ? 

“©3. Have you seen any cases of malignant cholera, within the period 
above mentioned? In what circumstances did they occur ? 

“4, Have you seen any cases of disease with symptoms peculiar to 
malignant cholera in any former period ? 

“5. What treatment have you found most useful in the disorders 
named above, so far as you have witnessed ? 

“The Committee respectfully solicit you to enter into detail, with a 
minuteness proportionate to the importance of the disorders you have had 
Opportunity to observe. And you will please direct your answers to 


George Hayward, M.D., Corresponding Secretary of the Massachusetts 
Medical Society.” 


In conformity with the request of the Committee appointed by the 
Council of the Massachusetts Medical Society, I hereby respectfully sub- 
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mit to them the reply to their queries, relative to the malignant cholera, 
and the prevalent diseases of the current year. 
With all the consideration which is their due, 
Boston, 1832. Wituiam 


The diseases that have been prevalent during the period mentioned 
in your queries, are the Catarrhus epidemicus ; the E. Rosalia simplex 
and E. Rosalia paristhmitica, more especially the latter; the tumefaction 
of the amygdale ; and affections of the alimentary canal. 

The Catarrhus epidemicus prevailed very extensively for some time 
before and after the commencement of the current year. Beside its 
ordinary symptoms béing very severe, there was a greater determination 
of blood to the head than usual; or, perhaps, a greater tendency to in- 
flammation in the cerebrine meninges. However this may have been, it 
was my misfortune to lose two patients with symptoms of effusion on the 
brain. 

The Rosalia paristhmitica, though very severe and obstinate, was much 
under the control of remedies. 

The tumefaction of the amygdala, a frequent attendant on the Rosalia 
paristhmitica, few cases occurring without some enlargement of one or 
both glands, continued after the disease had subsided ; and for the most 
part terminated by resolution; a few terminated by suppuration. At 
other times, their origin seemed to be independent of the influence of the 
epidemy ; or, at least, there was no evidence of their having been pre- 
ceded or accompanied by the symptoms of the epidemic. 

Of this kind, I lost two patients ; one, suddenly, from a tumefaction 
taking a direction inward, pressing upon the larynx, and occasioning © 
suffocation ; the other, from inanition, about thirteen days after its first 
appearance—the tumor, attended with little or no active inflammation, 
which grew to an enormous size, implicating, in its base, the parotid and 
sub-maxillary glands ; and, as it increased in size, gradually impeded, and 
at length entirely obstructed, deglutition. ee 

There have been many very severe cases of Peripneumonia vera. In 
one instance, in which it was complicated with peritonitis, it proved fatal. 

Before commencing with diseases of the digestive canal, it will be 
proper for me to remark, my mind has been so anxiously alive to affec- 
tions of this organ, I may have frequently imagined there was danger, 
when there was not much foundation for apprehension ; but 1 do believe, 
there have been many cases, unless they had received prompt attention, 
and the administration of efficient remedies, that would have been attended 
with fatal results. ‘There has heen among my patients, and also among 
my acquaintance, an unusual tendency to affections of the digestive canal. 

Diarrhea.—In the course of my practice, the first cases were those of 
diarrhoea biliosa, which were very severe, and required a constant per- 
severance in the use of remedies considered beneficial in the cure of the dis- 
ease. This disease commenced towards the latter part of June. The symp- 
toms were copious alvine discharges, varying from a dark color to a bright 
yellow ; none, however, were colorless and watery ; severe pains in the 
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abdomen, which were with difficulty subdued ; tenesmus; excessive irri- 
tability of the rectum. 

In the course of the disease, the following medicines were used. An 
emetic of ipecacuan ; castor oil and magnesia, combined or separate ; 
cretaceous mixture ; spiritus ammonia; opiates in different forms and 
combinations. The following compound has proved exceedingly service- 
able in removing pain and checking diarrhoea: R. tinct. opi, spt. am- 
mon., elix. camphor., 44 3i1.M. Of this, I direct 15 drops to be taken 
every three hours, till the pains subside, or until the violence of the diarrhcea 
abate. The ordinary dose was fifteen drops ; sometimes a much smaller 
one was sufficient, at other times a much larger dose, and the repetition of it 
at shorter intervals was required ; sub-aromatic infusions, slightly impreg- 
nated with the super-carbonate of potass; mucilaginous and farinaceous 
drinks for nourishment and “ lubricating ” the bowels. 

Mucilagjnous and anodyne injections, in some cases, were found to be 
indispensable. 

Vesicatories, rubefacients, pediluvia, and fomentations, were employed 
with advantage. 

As cold weather approached, the disease assumed the type of the 
diarrhoea mucosa ; the evacuations generally consisted of a white mucus, 
but occasionally they were tinged with blood, and sometimes with a yel- 
lowish hue ; distension and an uneasy sensation of the bowels; pain and 
tenderness, but not so severe as in the former species of diarrhoea ; te- 
nesmus. 

The principal indication of cure, was to obviate an accumulation of 
the alvine excretions by mild laxatives ; to avoid exposure to cold ; and 
to make use of a farinaceous and mild diet. This species of diarrhea 
was comparatively mild. : 

In the course of the summer and fall, there were a few cases of diarrhea 
tubularis; but they were mild, except in one instance ; the insertion of 
the case may not, perhaps, be incompatible with the views of the Com- 
mittee. | 

Case I.—I was called upon to visit a gentleman, who was laborin 
under the diarrhoea tubularis, and who was suffering from great pain a 
tenderness diffused over the whole abdominal region ; at times, the pain 
shot up to the chest; preternatural heat; the surface of the body was 
very susceptible to the impression of the cold; his pulse was rapid and 
vibrating. To use his own expression, “he had had a relax and pain in. 
the stomach for two months.” | 

To take off the spasm of the arterial system, and to allay the irritable, 
state of the digestive canal, an emetic of Dij. of ipecacuanha was pre- 
scribed, and its operation to be assisted by warm water. After the emetic 
had performed its office, he was restricted to toast water for drink, and a 
decoction of barley water for nourishment; three drops of a saturated 
solution of camphor in pure alcohol, in a wine-glass of warm water, every 
three hours, were ordered. From the supposition that the alcoholic solu- 
tion of camphor would more readily incorporate with the water, it was 
directed to be dropped on sugar, and the wine-glass filled with warm water. 
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The next day the patient was much relieved, but the complaint of the 
digestive canal soon returned, and there was discharged a considerable 
quantity of filmy substance, which was readily recognized to be such as 
is met with in diarrhoea tubularis. A continuance of the above diet and 
regimen was strictly enjoined and _ persevered in for several days, till the 
pain had ceased, and the tenderness greatly abated. Having imprudently 
indulged his appetite, which had been particularly voracious through the 
whole malady, by eating boiled rice, the pain and tenderness returned. 
Again, when he had recovered from the relapse, produced by premature 
indulgence, he made a breakfast of milk ; in consequence of which, the 
pain and tenderness were renewed, and his discharges assumed a milk- 
white appearance. 

From this time, experience having taught him to be more abstemious, 
there were no severe paroxysms of pain, nor increase of tenderness of the 
bowels. By degrees he became enabled to partake of rusk, crumbed 
into common tea, chicken and beef teas in small quantities, and the juices 
of meat, with impunity. Exposure to cold and fatigue was advised to be 
sedulously avoided. Sinapisms, vesicatories and the pediluvium, applied 
according to the exigency of the case, were attended with advantage. 
At one time, the tubular substance was followed by mucous discharges ; 
at another, an irresistible inclination to discharge the contents of the intes- 
tinal canal without effect. Whenever this symptom was accompanied 
with strong tenesmal pains, anodyne and. mucilaginous enemata, and the 
application of emollient cataplasms to the rectum, for the time, afforded 
eflectual relief; but when these could not be conveniently applied, 
pledgets impregnated with warm olive oil were advantageously substituted. 

In this case, balsam copaiva did not answer any valuable purpose ; 
and opiates, taken internally, instead of assuaging the pain and irritability 
of the digestive canal, had a contrary effect. 

Though some of the symptoms of the disease were entirely removed, 
and others much ameliorated, and the disease was gradually yielding to 
the course of treatment already designated, excretions of tubular substance 
and pain occasionally returned. The latter was always removed by the 
alcoholic solution of camphor. In the latter part of November, some 
pimples appearing on his hand, reminded him, that in the course of the 
spring, he had been troubled with an eruption on the skin ; for which embro- 
cations of a solution of the acetate of lead in water, and other lotions, had 
been made. From the apprehension that these may have acted as repel- 
lants, a warm infusion of snakeroot and the following compound, in small 
but repeated doses—R. Magnes. calcin., 31.; aq. distil., g iss. ; tinct. 
cinnamon, 3 iij.; aq. ammon. pur., 3 i.M., were administered, and attended 
with a beneficial result. | 

On the first of December, he solicited the favor of trying the effect of 
the Hygeian pills. With some degree of reluctance I gave assent. 
have not seen my patient since, but learn his health is still improving, and 
there is a very extensive crop of eruption on the skin. 

Tn some instances, the cholera morbus was succeeded by diarrhoea, as 
will be seen hereafter. - 
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Malignant Cholera. Case If.—In the latter part of June, I was 
called upon by the attending physician to visit a child, four years of age, 
in the vicinity of Boston. ‘The child was in the cyanose stage of ma- 
lignant cholera. He had lost the power of swallowing ; the pulse had 
ceased ; the whole surface of the body was covered with a bluish tinge, 
and a cold, moist perspiration ; the eyes were sunken; the face furrowed ; 
the whole rendering the cast of the countenance repulsive and haggard. 
Under these circumstances, no consultation was required, nor prescription 
made, with the exception of a vesicatory, which had been previously 
prepared, and, as it could do no harm, was permitted to be applied to 
the sternal surface of the thorax. He died soon after I left him. 

The history of the case was this. On Sunday, the day previous to 
my visit, the lad had attended public worship with his father in the fore- 
noon and in the afternoon. After his return from the evening service, 
an acquaintance came in, and gave the child a quantity of raisins, which 
he ate with avidity. At tea time, the boy manifested a disinclination to 
move ; and could not be persuaded to take the least particle of nourish- 
ment. -'The indisposition to inaction, which the father imputed to the 
fatigue in walking to and from the place of public worship, continued till 
he went to bed. In the night, the boy was seized with vomiting and 
purging, great pain in the bowels, restlessness and thirst. Such a number 
of raisins were rejected from the stomach, as to encourage the father to 
hope he would recover from his indisposition ; but his symptoms becom- 
ing more and more aggravated, he sent to his physician for his advice, 
who directed an emetic composed of wine of antimony and ipecacuanha. 
The emetic not taking effect, the father became alarmed, and requested 
the personal attendance of his physician. ‘Two portions of jalap and 
calomel were given, which passed through the whole alimentary canal 
almost as soon as he had taken them, without affording the least benefit ; 
anodynes, astringents and alkalies were given, and external applications 
were made, in vain. The account of the color and consistence of his 
alvine discharges was very confused; but, there was no doubt, they were 
frequent and copious. ‘The patient at short intervals, “drew up his 
knees,” as the nurse observed, ‘ towards his bowels,” and at the same 
time bending his head forward; it was not ascertained whether these 
symptoms were attended with pain and distress or not. 

Ten days before the attack, the lad went with his sister about a mile 
from home to see a military parade; where they tarried several hours, and 
returned home much fatigued. From that time, he contracted an indis- 
position, which, however, was su slight, as not to attract much notice up 
to the time of the invasion of the disease. 

Post-mortem Examination. On the next day, about seventeen hours 
after the decease of the patient, and about an hour before the time 
appointed for his funeral, the examination took place. The surface of 
the body was still blue, but not quite of so deep a hue as on the day pre- 
vious ; his countenance was haggard ; the eyes were sunk deep into their 
orbits ; the lips were closed ; and instead of the face being wrinkled, there 
appeared a furrow on each side, extending obliquely from between the 
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external angle of the eye and the ear to the angle of the mouth and 
chin. 

In the cavity of the abdomen, the digestive canal was of its usual 
dimensions ; there appeared to be no unusual venous congestion, but 
vessels full of red blood pervaded the membranous viscera throughout 
their whole extent, which gave the reflex color of pink. Between 
the outer and muscular coats of the stomach the red vessels were so 
arranged, as to leave between them almost regular squares; and the 
squares being supplied with blood by vessels too minute to be dis- 
cerned by the eye, partook, as if in consequence of ecchymosis, of a 
reddish tinge. 

Beneath their peritoneal coat, red colored vessels surrounded the intes- 
tines in circles, and were seen to run in the usual manner ; but they were 
more numerous than they are commonly found to be between the duplicature 
of the peritoneum, which contributes to form the mesentery. Most of the 
mesenteric glands had suffered from inflammation. There were no mani- 
festations of disease in the secreting surface of the serous membrane. 

On dividing the coats of the stomach, a quantity of dirty-colored fluid 
flowed out ; and near the pyloric orifice of this viscus was found a quan- 
tity of imperfectly masticated, but undigested raisins. 

On opening the thorax, the appearance of vessels, which were un- 
doubtedly small arteries, replete with red blood, was every where present 
in this cavity. The ramifications of the arteries were seen, between the 
pleura costalis and the ribs, and between this membrane and the inter- 
costal muscles, between the pleura diaphragmatica and the diaphragm, 
and between the pleura pulmonalis and the substance of the lungs. ‘The 
lungs were much flattened. There were no marks of disease in the 
secreting surface of the serous membranes. 

The heart exhibited an usual appearance. 1 knew not which the most 
to admire, the roundness and plumpness of the coronary veins, or the 
reddish reflection from numerous vessels distributed over the — heart 
between the epithelium and the fibrous structure of the heart itself. 

At this period of the examination, the friends of the family beginning 
to assemble to pay the last sad tribute to the remains of the deceased, 
prevented the inspection of the contents of the cranium. 


{To be continued.) 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 


BOSTON, AUGUST 23, 1848. 


Lead Diseases—Use of Leaden Pipes.—Reference was recently made in 
the Journal to the translation of L. Tanquerel Des Planches, with notes 
and additions, on the use of leaden pipe and its substitutes, by S. L. Dana, 


M.D., LL.D., of Lowell. Although this is a valuable addition to the 


ras. 
ge, 
| ld- 
rad 
ge, 
ad; 
rd. 
ion 
isly | 
lto | 
to 
ree 
ice, 
ich 
to 
ish- 
the 
tll 
and 
ber 
rto | 
ce, 
sted | 
and 
anal 
efit; | 
ions 
his 
his 
mile 
and 
ndise | 
e up 
ours 
time 
ce of 4 
pre 
their 
the 


— 


Alt 
ith 


2 


ot 


84 Hydropathy. 


medical library, mainly because it is a distinct treatise, embodying the 
latest intelligence in regard to the effects of lead in the production of dis. 
ease, yet nearly the same information exists in other publications in the 
English language, but scattered over the bibliographical domain. Dr. 
Dana has given a degree of attention to the subject of the use of lead in 
domestic economy, that entitles his opinions to the highest respect ; yet 
we are far from supposing that these pipes will be thrown aside, even if the 
whole faculty of the Commonwealth were to veto them in grand council. 
Here in Boston, since the introduction of water from the country was con- 
templated, the lead-pipe question has been agitated, both in public and 
private, till owners of real estate appear to have settled down toa feeling 
of unconcern—apparently convinced, by the arguments of both parties, 
that if leaden pipe does sometimes injure the water passing through it, some- 
times it does not. Governed by the universal custom of all nations, from a re- 
mote antiquity to the completion of the Croton works in New York, where 
lead has always been in the majority, we predict, as on a former occasion, 
that all the authority in the world, based on the deductions of science, 
against its employment in the present magnificent water enterprise of Bos- 
ton, braced up by appalling facts, illustrative of the health-destroying in- 
fluences of leaden tubes, would not lessen the demand for them, nor pre- 
vent their introduction into houses generally throughout the city. 

Dr. Dana gives the sanction of his name to copper tubes, coated by tin, 
in preference to all and every other kind of service conduit—which a few 
wealthy gentlemen will, unquestionably, have constructed ; but which, if 
ever abraded of the tin, will, to our apprehension, be a hundred times 
worse than lead. This volume is recommended to the special notice of 
managers of manufacturing establishments, towns, cities, and other corpora- 
tions, and above all to medical practitioners and students. 


Report of 563 Cases treated at Brattleboro’.—No criticisms are more 
offensive to a certain order of valetudinarians than those which imply that 
hydropathy is not a sovereign remedy for every disease recognized in the 
calendar of human afflictions. It is one of the characteristics of the times, 
that people manifest an insane determination to make their whims pass for 
newly-discovered Jaws of nature; but rarely is there such irritable exhi- 
bitions of temper, as when a new convert to hydropathy falls in with a 
person who presumes to question the universal remedial influences of wa- 
ter. How stupidly absurd to admit that the true use of that unstable 
element has been but recently discovered! During six thousand years, 
mankind have lived in sight of the fathomless ocean, and both drank water 
and floated ships on seas, lakes and rivers, and never dreamed all the while 
that two thirds of the globe were actually covered by a liquid medicine— 
a panacea for the physical disabilities of humanity! Even our kind-hearted 
friend, Dr. Alcott, whose bosom is running over with the milk of benevo- 
lence, and who satisfied himself, long ago, that water was unnecessary to 

uench thirst, did not then claim it as the sick man’s one thing needful. 
he present century has the honor of producing a man who has discovered 
the singular mistake, in this respect, under which mankind, bond and free, 
Scythians, barbarians, and all others, have labored since the creation. 
Priessnitz no sooner seized upon the mighty idea, than the intelligence 
flowed, like a swifily running stream, from one region to another, till New 
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England, the staid home of the Puritans, a race by no means readily ope- 
rated upon by sudden phantastic impulses, has become the dwelling-place 
of the heartiest worshippers at the shrine of the naiads. 

Without detailing circumstances attending the conversion of multitudes 
to an entire and perfect confidence in establishments where wet sheets pass 
as currently as bank notes on ’Change, it is proper to speak of the official 
bulletin of a leviathan institution, because it would savor of editorial neg- 
lect not to refer to a pamphlet of thirty pages, giving “A description o of the 
Brattleboro’ Hydropathic Establishment, with a report of 563 cases treated 
there during the years 1845, 1846 and 1847, and the rules and regulations 
of the establishment.” In looking it over, we cannot help feeling convinced 
that its main object is to catch customers, and that it therefore differs but 
little in character from the quack advertisements of the newspapers. A 

rticular notice of its contents, then, cannot be expected of us, and we will 
eave it with those whose faith in the system is yet unshaken—whose 
houses still apparently “stand upon a rock.” And yet we cannot forbear 
suggesting to such, that a few more “ floods and rains” will probably 
produce changes and falls—that many of the poor half-drowned, water- 
soaked hypochondriacs, who are now running after.a medical phantom, 
whether in the form of Mrs. Kidder’s Dysentery Cordial, Brandreth’s 
Pills, or the more potent, because more fashionable douches at Brattleboro’, 
will soon be in full chase for the next ingeniously devised imposition, and 
that others, equally strong in the hydropathic faith, may not arise to fill 
their places. | 


Increased Confidence in the Power of Ether.—Since the discovery 0 
etherization in this city, we have been strictly conservative in our expres- 
sions in reference to the standing that should be awarded to it in medical 
practice. A degree of extravagance was manifested by many of those who 
were the earliest in sounding its praises ; and this induced us to be the more 
guarded—always preferring that statements of correspondents, rather than of 
the editor, should make known the strange events that were said to be occur- 
ting. If we have been too guarded, and have exhibited an apparent want 
of confidence in the proper use of anesthetic measures, it was not because 
we were unwilling to make known the truth, but in consequence of a short, 
imperfect acquaintance with the leviathan that was placed in the hands of 
the profession. If any distrust has unintentionally been manifested, or any 
expressions uttered calculated to check the onward, triumphant march of 
the greatest discovery of the age, we most painfully regret it. 

Having passed through a trial of no ordinary character, within the last 
two weeks, in which, by means of etherization, there was apparently an 
instantaneous rescue from the grave, to which the afflicted patient was 
hastening in agonies that are seldom surpassed, it would be the height of 
ingratitude, of dishonesty and culpable neglect towards society, not to speak 
publicly of it, and urge upon medical practitioners to avail themselves of 
the use of this greatest of boons in all proper cases. 


Multiplication of Druggists and Apothecaries.—Of these necessary 
appendages to a well-regulated community, the great increase in Boston 
proves that we are a medicine-taking people, and, also, that the sale of 
drugs is a profitable business. This latter point is likewise proved by the 
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fact that a large proportion of those embarked in that kind of trade, are 
thrifty, and some of the very wealthy retired capitalists of the city made 
their ample fortunes in that way. By the recently-published Directory it 
appears that there are now eighty-nine apothecaries and forty-four drug- 
gists in Boston. While the first retail and put up prescriptions, the latter 
are supposed to be extensively engaged in a heavy wholesale. It is a sub- 
ject of absolute surprise, on looking into the modern apothecary shops, as 
we pass them in any of the business-duing streeis, crowded as they are 
with boxes, barrels, demijohns and cases, so that a customer finds it diffi- 
cult to force his way between them, what becomes of such masses of 
drugs! When one speaks of purchasing a thousand pounds of ipecacuanha, 
for example, the fact that the whole of that great quantity is to be taken 
into the human stomach, is almost incredible, and the idea perfectly nau- 
seating. ‘Tons upon tons of powders and boluses are constantly sent off 
through the regular channels of trade. Then there are the patent prepa- 
rations, past cataloguing, since the aggregate approaches millions, they being 
always in active demand, and surer of immediate sale and large profits, 
than the legitimate articles of a well-ordered apothecary establishment. | [t 
will be admitted, we apprehend. that the declaration with which we set out 
is true, that New England, at least, is a medicine-taking country. Other 
cities than Boston, with a larger population, present, without doubt, the same 
phenomena on a more extended scale ; yet we firmly believe that no region 
is to be found on the globe, where, as a whole, an equal quantity of medi- 
cine is taken in a given period. Were it not for the inordinate consump: 
tion of patent medicines. the character of modern trade would not only be 
changed, but it would fall at once below the present standard of bulk and 
profit, While many of the more intelligent classes favor homeopathy, 
and thus add little to this enormous consumption, their antipodes gormandize 
on sarsaparilla, Brandreth’s pills, cherry pectoral, &c., beyond all ordinary 
conception. 


Unequal size of the Mamme.—A young Irish woman, in Boston, in 
excellent health, with her first child, presents the singular anomaly of one 
very large breast, on the right side, and a small one on the left. Milk is 
secreted abundantly in both, but in a ratio corresponding with their size. 
She says that this inequality commenced with their development at puberty, 
and that they are now distended but very little —always having been 
remarkably large from the period of her full growth. Such a want of 
symmetry rarely occurs, and may, therefore, be considered an anatomical 
curiosity. 


Progress of Cholera in Russia.—From St. Petersburgh, the frightful 
intelligence has been circulated that the cholera has broken out in that city 
in a violent form, invading alike the palaces of the rich and the houses of 
the poor. If the fluvial theory is correct, and the fact of the disease remain- 
ing in Moscow during the winter months, and now appearing at St. Peters- 
burgh, is considered to be a confirmation of it, the scourge may be expected 
in England about next March. The malady broke out in the Russian 
capital on the 24th ult., and an immense number of patients have already 
succumbed beneath its virulence, Six hospitals have been prepared for the 
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reception of cholera patients alone. In Moscow, the pestilence is decimat- 
ing the population. In two days (the llth and 12th of June), of 222 
patients, 122, or more than one half, succumbed. It is affirmed, moreover, 
that the disease has declared itseif in twenty other governments or districts 
in the southern parts of the empire. 


Belladonna, Mislabelled Extract of Dandelion.—In our last number we 
gave an account of a case of poisoning by belladonna purchased for the 
extract of dandelion. We have since Jearned that, several months ago, a 
similar accident occurred in the same way, another druggist of this city 
having received from the Shakers a considerable quantity of the extract of 
belladonna purporting to be dandelion. Since the publication of our last 
number, still another mistake has been made of the same description. The 
druggist who supplied the medicine which gave rise to the accident several 
months ago, informed us that he immediately reported the circumstance to 
the Mt. Lebanon Society, and was informed in reply that the Society were 
aware that a large quantity of the belladonna had been incorrectly labelled, 
and sent over the Cnited States. There seems to have been culpable 
negligence, not only in the wrong labelling, but in observing silence on the 
subject, after the mistake was known by those who had committed it. No 
efforts appear to have been made to apprise druggists and the public, of the 
fact that they had sent abroad a large quantity of belladonna labelled dan- 
delion. Is there no legal punishment for such abominable selfishness, and 
reckless disregard for human life? If not, there is a hiatus in the criminal 
law which should be filled as soon as possible. In the mean time, we hope 
the matter will be so extensively made known, that an effectual quéetus will 
be put upon any future sales of medicines prepared by the Shakers of Mt. 
Iebanon, N. Y. The reader of the case reported in our last number, will 
have observed, that, in addition to the carelessness in confounding the two 
articles, the belladonna extract was a miserable preparation. Had it been 
a good atticle, the patient’s life would probably have been sacrificed to the 
mistake. 


To CoRRESPONDENTS.—The paper of Paracelsus has been received, and will appear next 
week ; also Dr. Clendinen’s letter from Baltimore. 


Marriep,—Henry A. Martin, M.D., of Roxbury, Mass., to Miss F. Crosby.—In Boston, Dr. 
Benjamin S. Codman to Miss E. B. Loring. 


Dirp,—~At New Orleans, Dr. Stedman B. Kighner, of Baltimore, late Surgeon of the Mary- 
land volunteers.—At Hampton, Ct. Dr. Isaac Clark, 53.—In Albany, Dr. Jonathan Eights, an 
aged and highly-respected physician. 


Report of Deaths in Boston—for the week ending Aug, 19th, 109—Males, 58—females, 51.— 

Of consumption, 6—disease of the bowels, 43—dysentery, 21—cholera morbus, 2—cholera in- 
fantum, 3—typhus fever, 3—scarlet fever, 4—lung fever, 2-—tumor, 1—infantile, 5—drowned, 
canker, 4—old age, 1—inflammation of the stomach, 1—child-bed, 3—disease of the hip, 1— 
1—ulcers, 1—dropsy on the brain, 1—sudden, 1—croup, 1—drinking cold 

rater, ropsy, 1. 

Under 5 years, 65—between 5 and 20 years, 12—between 20 and 40 years. 18—between 
and 60 years, 12—over 60 years, 2. 
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Medical Miscellany.—Dr. Thos. O. Edwards, now in Congress from 
Ohio, has been re-nominated for another term.—A few cases of yellow fever 
have appeared at New Orleans, but the city remains generally healthful.— 
A report on ventilators and chimney tops, by a committee of the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, is circulating in the form of a pamphlet, 
and will therefore be extremely serviceable to scientific mechanics. Messrs. 
Bryent & Herman, of this city, manufacture a kind which is recommended 
by the committee.—* Old Paul,” a servant to Mr. James Brent, of Charles 
county, Md., died on the 15th ult., at the age of 115 years... Hé enjoyed 
throughout life the best of health.-—A case of sporadic cholera occurred in 
Philadelphia on Friday night. The disease was so sudden in its opera- 
tion, that the man died in his bed before medical attendance-could be ob- 
tained.—One thousand and sixty persons have been arrested during the 
last quarter in this city, for drunkenness, of whom 231 were females.—By 
the reports of the Board of Trade, down to the fifth of May, 1848, it is 
shown that the consumption of opium has been doubled in England in one 

ear. ‘The imports of this drug for the past ee amounted to 24,929 Ibs. 

he paupers in the alms-houses are said to be much addicted to the fatal 
indulgence of opium-eating.— Mrs. Hazel, of Newport, R.I., as she was 
passing through the streets, was accosted by two men, and became greatly 
alarmed and died in a few moments. She had a disease of the heart, 
which being irritated by sudden and extreme fear, it is supposed, caused 
her immediate death.—Dr. Lewis, of Boston, has recently operated several 
times for strangulated hernia, very successfully—and amputated ten times, 
thus far within the year, without the loss of a patient.—The subjects. for 
the award of the Fothergillian gold medal offered by the London Medical 
Society for the ensuing year, are—‘ On the Influence of Civilization upon 
Health and Diseuse ;” and for March, 1850, “ On Tetanus.” 


Presentiments of Death.—Medical history abounds with narrations like 
the following. A strong impression made upon the nervous system of 
some individuals, is sufficient to exhaust the principle of vitality. Both 
the physiologist and the natural philosopher contemplate such results with 
profound interest, because they illustrate the feeble hold of life upon the 
organic mechanism of the body, when operated upon through the imper- 
fectly understood powers of the mind. 

“The Rochester Advertiser says that a young lady of that city, highly 
esteemed and respected, who had been sick for some length of time, but 
was supposed to be almost convalescent, had a dream a few nights since, 
in which it appeared to her that she would die at eight o’clock the same 
evening, On awaking, she informed the family of her dream, and remain- 
ed firmly impressed with the idea that she should die at the hour desig- 
nated, and under that belief, called her brothers and sisters around her, 
giving them good advice for the future. Strange to say, and remarkable 
as it may seem, on the approach of eight o’clock, she manifested a calm 
resignation, and almost as the clock tolled the hour, her spirit took its flight ! 
Thus she foretold, by a singular presentiment, the day and hour of her own 
death. Instances similar to this are by no means uncommon. A few 
years ago a gentleman died at Saratoga Springs, who predicted the day 
and hour of his decease nearly a year before the event took place. Many 
of our readers must be familiar with occurrences of a like character.” 
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